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Go you into ali the world , proclaim the ried news to the whole oreation i who be be- 


lieveth and is immersed shail be saved ; and ne who believeth ae shall be condemned. 
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ON cuurcH CHARACTER. 
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A church i is an of Christ's asiociated on the principle of 
faith, derived from the Holy Scriptures; and therefore, such society ought to ac- 
knowledge no other book besides’the holy Scriptures, as the rule of its faith and 
morals, discipline, ordinances, manners and customs, But it is not enough to 
gay, as do Presbyterians and others, that ‘the scriptures of the Old and New 

__, Testaments are the only fule ;? and so afterwards fill oufshands with creeds, cat- 
echisms, confessions, ei, for this were to give the. Jid wou 3 ) say | 

‘thing and do another,—to be right in word and wrong<in ‘fact. We must be 
right in theory and right in practice, we must both say, that the bible is the only~ 

tule and make it the only rule, and by life and lip prove it to be the only good, 

and perfect rule. 

_ © 2. Butias the church is built ‘on faith and not on flesh and her members are 

is account called ‘believers’ and ‘the faithful,’ no person should be asso- 

“cigfed with her as a member who, on any account, fas not believed the gospel. 

This were to confound animal men with spiritual men; nature with religion, 

flesh with faith. The church was originally founded in the faith “of Abraham 
-and Sarah, who are the parents of the faithful; and, until Messiah should be © 

born, the children of the flesh were associated with those of faith, like dead men 

living men’s backs; but the purposes of this incongruous union being 

plished in the birth of Christ, believers alone now form the church. 

_ The.son of God died for sin, and has ordained baptism for the immediate 

pardon of it} therefore no person should be found holding membership in church- 
es founded on the original gospel, but such as have been baptized for the remis- 

sion of sins. The disciples are a pardoned people, and any body brought in 

among them without a sense of forgiveness obtained agreeably to the gospel, is 

only a dead weight; such folks lay upon the church like an incubus—find fault 

with the ordinances—are unfruitful i in to 
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Church Character 
* 


4, But the church ig the bride of Christ; all her ments 
Hy bers should be, pure and holy ; and no person should. be retained among them 
‘7 @«—.—S_scwho isat all addicted to vice ;, the discipline of reproof and excommunication, is 
4 the only,power given by our Biord to the church, and without this she had been _ 


4 
it i i like a parent without a mouth—without a rod. The Novatians and Donatists . 
Hi fr were such disciplinarians, that if a member left their community, or was excom- 
a 2 municated, he never could be. received again into the bosom of their churches; 
| ae for they thought, if they should do so, they would be giving up, ‘the last and 
| ; only coereive guardian’ of the purity of their fellowship. 


im : § The church is the great organ of conversion: by her sons she has to tum: 


it the world to righteousness ; therefore, she herself must be all righteousness; her 

ing children should be the very perfection of honesty and honor; pure and lovely ;, 

Le 7 meek and lowly; carefully weeding out every root. of bitterness, lest springing 

ve - into maturer growth, it trouble her and many be defiled. Nothing can be more 

H ae sordid in character than some party churches; filled with sprinkled heathens 

are absorbed in the ideas of splendid meeting-houses and. eloquent preach- 

“| i? * ers; their subscription papers meet you in every lane and street of our cities; 

: H ‘ll and elders, deacons, and endless mendicants, are heard with holy importunity 
ug to beg even the ‘widdow’s mite,’ in order to their schemes of gran- 
duer and party rivalry. 
But no'church that has embraced the Bible’ practical standard, will’ 
a) oS ever descend so far below the rapk assigned her by her Lord, as to be seen beg- 
sk | ging gold and silver of mankind. How much more becoming to see her mem- 

1 ae bers straining a point to) build school houses,—houses for the furtherance of the: 
Aa useful arts and alms houses for the relief of the poor, than to see them milking 
society even to the | in order to raise Bouses and endow minis- 

terial offices! 
Bat tet not the reader from the above that we déem either 

: ie = houses of worship or preachers unnecessary to the diffusion of the truth or the “ 
Pho accommodation of the brethren. 'T'he exigences of the church call for both ; ; 
1 only argue, that she should provide these things with her own. money, 

m4 others of their own accord make her a freewill offering; for when the world p 

vides these, things for the. church, instead: of the church providing them for her- * 

oi = selffand the world, then the christian religion must be in a corrupted condition. — 

a the followers or Christ descend to greater meaniiegs than when, they beg of 

‘the rich, because they are rich not to to min- 

ister—to hire-a preachers 

of There is a great evil in our churches : they’ wont beg money, pu world, but’ 

i aa this is not the evil. I refer to the practice of making big meetings andisending. 
ah | for all ministers far and wide to attend them, without rendering them any thing — 
an adequate’compensation for their time, trouble, and expense, in going and 
ia) returning. A more stupid and unjust. practice cannot be foundn any part of 
Christendom. ‘This is mocking God with a vengeancé; for, under a pre- 
i i, 7 . tence of love for his cause, we rob his noblest, but oftimes neediest sons, of 
| what is unquestionably their due,—It is a malpracticé.which we would not be 
ahi 

a: 


4 
A 
it 
isa 


£ 


‘these churches be named, who taxed ‘all the servants of Christ 
" within a hundred miles, without making them any compensation at all ; but the 


result is and will be death to churches so acting; for it is written by the Spirit of | 
the Eternal in respect to the, treatment of his teaching servants, ‘God will not — 


be mocked.’ See Gal. To enrich preachers, we “have seen and may now see, 
- js highly dangerous to the purity of christianity; but to do our labouring breth- 
ren a sheer and palpable injustice by sehding for them to labour among us one, 
- two and three days without rémuneration, is highly dangerous to our character 
before God. Sometimes a great preacher comes and he gets all; this is also 
_ wrong ; ‘ifa church send for a man, be his talents great or little, let the church 
_ respect her own doings and not expose herself to the just displeasure of the Re- 
deemer. Some churches are exceedingly honorable on the point on which I am 
speaking; they are considerate, they are humane, they are tender hearted, they 
"are liberal towards the poor but laborious preachers whom they send for, or who 
on some occasions may visit them. I am almost tempted to mention the names 
of some churches in Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania, &c., who shine in this res- 
pect, like the Phillippians to whom Paul said ‘I am full, having received a 
Epaphraditus the things sent from you, an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice ex- 


on COMMITTING ‘THe ORACLES. 
The avery way profitable. 


ro. Scott 
ae ‘The essay was to the Evangelists of this 
Reformation, and it is hoped that the outline sketched in that im- 
~ perfect draught may be of some use to your readers; or, at least, 
_ of use to some of your readers. 1 haye made a satisfactory expe- 
- riment-of the practice therein recommended, and’.do know its 
almost endless utility I have been laboring in the word, and 
teaching for about twelve years; for five years of which time I 
haye poafined myself exclusively to the method of teaching, as 
well ag I could apprehend it, enforced by the Lord and his Apos- 
_ tles: so that, of late, more than ever, I have been convinced of the 
great necessity of being well versed in all the divine writings, so 
as, at any time, to be able to call forth their force upon any given 
“subject. . In order to this, I went about to commit the whole New 


‘Testament, and am How pretty far advanced: and be it noted, that 


py Commiting the Oracles. 
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_ Evangelists who 


On Committing the Oracles. 


growth in and humility—I see the propriety of 
ul’s exhortation to the Collossians: ‘Let the word of Christ 


. dwell i in you richly in all wisdom,’—and the Phillippians, ‘Hold- 
ing forth the worp or ire,’ &c. As I progressed in storing 


away in my memory this gracious word of life, I have often found — 
the plain, simple natural import of the Epistle or Testimony, 


pleasingly stealing upon my mind, thus, as it-were by the under- 


standing, riveting upon memory’s tablet that sacred record.— 


Something like an objection has been urged against this method of. 


learning the Scriptures, yet we are not apprehensive that any 
thing serious can be said:—will some opponant designate a better 
way? The saying that we become as ‘parrots’ in learning to re- 
peat the scriptures without understanding them, (which however 
is a naked assumption,) while it admits that men are not ‘PaRRoTS,’ 
does also deeply savor of the ‘dead letter, business, and is sup- 
ported by the same authority. 

To poker way I have a fow. things to say to the young 

d your paper, on the article MEMoRY, as con- 

nected with the foregoing communication. . As some philosophers. 
have associated the memory and imagination by stating that it is 
difficult, if not impossible, toexplain the difference between them. 
I shall now proceed to point out that difference to the reader’s sat- 
isfaction; -and shall conclude by stating some of the advantages | 
accruing to the memory through a well digested and atrener? “ye 
tem of collocation. 

Memory, then, may be CONSCIOUSNESS OF HAVING» 
FORMERLY DONE OR PERCEIVED SOMETHING.’ Imagination ‘1s 


‘POWER OF MANAGING THINGS, SUPPOSED OR REAL, ACCORDING TO » 


ouR vouiTion.’ ‘Fhe office of the former, therefore, is not carried 


beyond our own personal past review; while that of the latter is. 
circumscribed neither to the 


present nor future, but alike 
intrudes into them all: so that, though there possibly may be some 
difficulty sometimes in so describing the one.as to distinguish it 


from the other, yet none, not even the most ignorant, can mistake 


our meaning when we speak of remembering and imagining. | 
It is one thing to remember and another to imagine a matter: yet 


_we all know when we remember and when we imagine, as well.as 


what we remembered or imagined. Thus, I can remember to have — 
seen the performance of the Circus, to have seen a menage of’ for- 
eign animatis, to have seen the Ohio river: but I imagine a centaur, 


a griffin, sphinx, &c: I also. imagine probabilities, possibilities, 


&c.;as that, from the appearance of to-day, it will rain to-morrow : 
or that the Ottoman Empire will shortly fall from the overwhelm- — 
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On Commiting the 
to the mind indubitable pinnotonmnees of the truth 
of those facts; while imagination speculates on these or other facts, 
and results in ‘other se nsations, ile the evidence of memory 
_ produces moral certainty ; that of imagination can never assure us 


of any thing; but on the contrary, is often fallacious and illusory. 
Finally, we’remember what we have seen, heard, handled, under- 


stood, &c., but. we imagine things unseen, unheard of, unhandled, 
| ‘not understood and misunderstood, past, present and future. 


_ We can remember to have imagined many things, but we cannot 
_remembor those things, because they were not apprehended by 
any of those faculties which have been appointed to engross the 


_ memory. ; For example:—I imagined upon my pillow last night 


that an angry storm-cloud passed over this place from the west-_ 
ward, yet Ido not remember that such a cloud did pass over, be- 
cause Thad no other evidence than that of imagination. Wemay 
imagine any thing in any age, before the flood or since, or a thou- 
‘sand years to come, in heaven, earth, or hell; but we can remem- 
ber nothing but the little history of our own lives, the mgave events 


| of the yesterdays of our ephemeral existence. 


' I will conclude this subject in the words of the pious and 
_ sophie Beattie-—‘We do not suppose,’ says he, ‘that the ae 
of memory ?s uncertain, notwifhstanding that we may be at a loss 
to explain the difference between that faculty and imagination: 

this difference: [itself] is perfectly known to every man by experi- 
ence, though no man, perhaps, can fully express it in words. There 
are many things very familiar to us, which we have no words to 
express. I cannotdescribe or define, either a red'colour, which I 
know to be a simple object, or a white colour, which I know to be a 
composition of seven colours; but will any one hence infer, that I 
am. ignorant of their difference, soas not to know, when I look on 
‘ermine whether it be white or red? Let it not then be said that, 
because we cannot define memory and imagination, [being unable 
- fully to understand the things themselves,] therefore we are igno- 
rant of their difference: Every person of a sound mind knows 
their difference, and can with certainty determine when it is that _ 
he exerts the one, and when it is-that he exerts the other, ‘with as 


much facility as he determines the difference between seeing and 3 


hearing.’ 


The nature of. memory ant its thus well 
it remains to determine the capacity of this faculty for the reten- 
tion of things, and to devise a'system of ae with wnccess 
the divine teaching upon it. 

All philosophers agree ‘in ascribing to the ‘memory 


4 


dimensions of ‘which are‘ undefined and unbounded: and, for the 
better understanding of them, the events that are’ daily passing 
over it, may be designated. by'a dark line for each, running in legi- © 
ble parallels-upon it.. Great and extraordinary matters, mark the 
rallels with greater distinctness; but all thethistory of. the past 
is is faithfully recorded upon the 4 immense tablet—a judgment and — 
a mercy run side by side, a danger and a deliverance. » What an 
_ amazing reservoir 1s this of all the numberless events transpired, 
transpiring, and to transpire in all the wide universe!’ Man isca- 
pable of seeing and of Kearing ad infinitum, and of remembering 
“all he sees and hears! How godlike, then, in'some age | 
from this, must his knowledge and greatness become!! 
Ido not say that, in this life, man’s memory is capable of retain- 
ing all the ideas of all he sees, hears éc.; I mean, merely, that 
his memory as such, or in the perfection of which it is capable, 
and to which it is tending, not only is capable of being impressed 
infinitely and with an infinite variety of objects, but that it-is as - 
_ well adapted to the reception and retention of this infinite series of 
things; as are the eyes and ears to see and hear illimitable varie- 
ties of sights and sounds, or as the heart is fo be delighted withthe 
‘perpetual diversities among the immensity of God’s works. : In 
‘the present life, however, since human’‘nature is greatly 
‘sin, and men have spoiled themselves, all the faculties of both mind 
and body are impaired and weakened—the eye-is dim—the ear 
is dall—the whole body mortal, and fast mouldering down in decay 
—the will is headlong—the imagination crazy—the understand- 
_ ing darkened—the memory treacherous! A fatal disease has as- 
sailed us, more sure than the pestilence that walketh in darkness, 
as irreversible as the laws of the Universe. “But when, blessed 
be God, ina perfect man in the future life, all these ‘faculties shall 
“be found perfect, what a lovely glorious éreature will be thi frail 
~ child of dust! When we thus form our estimate of human per- 
eee: man in this weak and fugitive state, and here peculiarly, 


‘How complicate, how ‘wonderful is man! 

Connexions exquisite of distant worlds! 
Distinguished link in Being’s endless chain’ 
.Midway from nothing to the Deity! _ 
_ Though sullied and dishonored, still divine! 
Dim miniature of greatness absolute! oe 
” An heir of glory! a frail childof ‘dust! © | ies. 
Helpless immortal—infinite insect! 
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he, Oracles, 115 


» Butte. conplude-~God evidently gave us. his holy that we 
remember it so as-to ‘hold it by our behaviour teach- 
ing it toall around, Thus it'was that from the Thessalonian disci- 

_ ples ‘sounded out the word of the Lord not only i in Macedonia and 
_ Achia, but also_in every place’ contiguous: He who is much 
conversant ‘with his bible, will retain: much of its contents, 
even when the memory is subjected to no discipline; while he who 
_ geldorg consults it; bids fair not only to become unhealthy in the — 
faith, and finally to ‘forget that he was purged from his old sins,’ 
: but also to strike from his memory entirely tie stock of Scripture 
~~ If, therefore, Lwere appointed to draught a setof rules by which 
the Sacred Scriptures so'as to remember them,I do not say 
, that they would be perfect, or the best that could be devised, yet 
they would be such as have used with success,.and are these: 
1. Be temperate in eating and drinking, and in all things— 
| - exercise, but do it moderately, and never strain the mind to grasp 
 toovmany things at ence. First, learn what the Apostle means 
when he says, ‘Add to your faith temperance,’ then practice the 
precept, and the good effects not only upon your memory buton | ~ 
all the faculties of mind and body, will soon be apparent.’ Re- 
: member the old saying —‘Eat and drink to live, not lise. to eatand 


“Understand if possible you.assign to, yourmem- 
This, however, in a majority of instances 4t least in the 
Re. New Testament, is attainable in committing, and renders. the 
‘ task both pleasing and profitable. My advice under this rule 
~ would be that—in the morning while the-mind is unburdened and 
vigorous, select, the Epistle to the Gallatians for example, and the 
first chapter of that Epistle for the first-lesson. This might serve 
_ forone day. For the succeeding day take the succeeding chapter, 
and so on ‘through the Epistle, or the. whole volume. -I remember 
well that in twelve days I learned to repeat the Epistle to the Gal- 
_ latians, and that to the Ephesians, by the application of but a few 
- tninutes in the morning to each chapter; nor have I forgotten them 
to this day. I think I may add, too, that I never understood those 
letters as well before as afterwards. Filling the understanding 
_ improves the memory, and memory in its turn strengthens the un-~ 
derstanding. When the understanding acts vigorously on any 
Bree onder pleased with it, it- becomes easy for the memory to 
a. into service the words of the writer by which the ideas were 
_ originally imparted to the mind. Therefore, you must strive both 
to remember and to understand—to 
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On Committing the 
what you have already committed to 
‘Itis pleasing to the mind to survey its'store of divine truth. I once 
_knew a ‘man who habituated himself to commit the sacred wri- — 
' tings; who, when he’ had ‘advanced so far'as to have treasured 

a few books of the New Testament, used to repeat a whole shook 
in the morning and anotlier in the evening; which habit continu- 
ally refreshed his mind in the divine matters already committed, 
and gave the memory a still more permanent hold of them. Some 
such method'as this must be resorted to by all who attempt so 
great a work as memorizing the scriptures, or the memory will 
gradually lose what before was committed to its trust. In thé 

of an hour any book in‘the New Testament may be repeated; so 
that, in this way, the whole volume would be repeated more 
than twenty. four times a‘year—and the Evangelist who gives 
himself wholly to his bustness, would double this amcunt. Now 
Test any should say this is impracticable, I have only to say, I have 
found it all easy of accomplishment, with leisure enough for-all 
other business besides. . I can: sleép seven hours, and labor nine, — 
‘commit scripture fwo, repeat scripture ¢wo, and then have four left 
for miscellaneous employment. rules may be 


varied to suit circumstances. 
- If; then; you would retain ttienehe pters or books of the scrip- 
repeat some of them oy 


“tures you may have already committ 
morning and evening ; and. besides giving a the contents of the 
a lasting location upon your memory, this practice will continually. 
give you new ideas, and will suggest advantageous methods of ~ 
‘teaching others also” ‘These injunctions—*Meditate upon these 
_ things; GIVE TH\SELF WHOLLY To THEM, that thy profiting may — 
appear ‘unto all’ —‘study to shew’ thyself APPROVED UNTO. GOD, 
workman that need«th not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth’ —and—in aut things shew . thyself a pattern of 
_ good works; in doctrine showing u » gravity, sinccr- 
ity, sound speech, that he. that is of the contrary part may. be 
having no evil thing to say of you.’ ‘These injunctions, 


I say, do manifestly imply such, a readiness in the divine volume 
‘as above semen: ‘The man of God.who is perfect thor- 
oughly furnished unto all good works, cannot be | 


to, pos- 
sessless than this entire cxpertness and dexterity 1 in wielding the 


: Sword of the Spirit. : 


Thus may the Setiptintes become useful, but 


especial to such as “labour in the word and teaching. These 


‘watch for souls’ of the brethren ‘as they who must give ac- 
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says— Takeheed to the ministry which thou hast re- 
ceived in the Lord, that thou fulfil - | 
have deeply, deplored some manifest defecta j in numbers 
of our public teachers: yet these defects are all resolvable into ons 
at last—namely—(¢7-a WANT OF ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. It is vain to expect that the original success of the 
gospel will attend our laborers, either in the congregation or the 
onl, while our public teachers remain as barren of Scripture 
| knowledge as the leaders of the Sects. Come, brethren, let us be 
examples to this generation! We have put our hands tothe plough; 
let, us therefore, neither turn backward, nor tarry where we are— 
let us go ahead! But if we excel at all, it must be in, three things— 
knowledge, holiness, devotion! A reformation without these is 
emphatically no reformation atall—and blessed be the Lord, am 
‘happy to learn that the churches every where are beginning to _ 
awake to this very thing! be on them, and 


“ELDER. JOHN DU-VALS PAMPHLET. 


the Religious Herald of Richmond, Virginia, published a report 
from the Dover Regular Baptist Association, by which six, respectable elders — 
were cat off from her communion. ‘The editor of the Herald was requested by _ 
Brother Du-Val, to insert in his columns @ confytation of the calumnies cast by 
the Report upon the six elders; but, in the true spirit of the slanderers, who, in 
the Prophet’s day, said ‘report and we will report it) the excellent and im- — 
partialeditor declined doing the brethren this justice ; and left Elder Du-Val! \ 
and his compeers the alternative of or of at 
own, expense. | 

‘The following senseless. and wicked ‘paragraph i is from the report; and itis — 
really wonderful that Mr. Broaddus, who is-certainly a man of sense, could, 
have put his name to it, even in company with the plone, rabble of other — 


‘ Iti is needless to dnd the errors held and 
by them (the disciples) ; this has been often done, and as often have 
the ‘doctrines quoted from their writings’ been denied, with the 
declaration that they are misrepresented or misunderstood. If 
after seven yéars investigation, the most pious and infélligent men 
in the land are unable to understand what they speak and write, _ 
it surely is an evidence of some radical defect in the things taught, 
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or in dhe of teaching them. Their views of sin, faith, Te 
péntance, regeneration, baptism, the agency of the Holy Spirit, 
church government, the christian ministry, and the whole scheme 
. of christian benevolence, are, we believe, contrary to the plain let- 


and: of the New Saviour,’ 


first part of the | is mere In justifying 


self from the latter part of it concerning sin, faith, repentance, &c., brother Du- 


Val is here permitted to speak for himself. ‘The following is from his pamphle’, 


vows ‘of which, he very supplied us with weeks ago. 

you ‘have neither g given your own. vines; which: might 

have guided the public in the present mazy state,—the teaching of 


the scripture,—nor the yiews so wickedly propagated by us; it 


may not be,amiss for us.to glance at the list, by embodying a few 
of those things which we generally teach as  Clroumapanege Sug- 


gest, under the respective heads enumerated. 


And first of Sin. This, we teach, is the transgression of lew; 


that “i's unrighteousness is sin; that it originated in the garden of 


a Eden, bythe seduction of the serpent, under satanic influence; 
_that ur first parents having tran 


the law of God concern- 
ing the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, sin entered into 


_ the world, with its tragical consequences in its train, the last ene- 
my, death, being included—death, spiri 
that we are all by nature the children of wrath, and as prone to 


tual, temporal and eternal ; 


sin as sparks are to ascend; that without obtaining the pardon of 
_ouractual sins through the blood of Christ, we must be lost forev- 
er; that in a state of favor, as presented in the Gospel, we may ex- 


pect, trials and difficulties, and will have to struggle strongly for 


such. measures of grace as our wants are sure to require; that 
though we are divinely assured, that in the path of duty ‘sin shall 


not have dominion’ over jus, we are still admonished to-be most 
watchful of its inroads, and to guard daily against its deathful in- 


fluence; in a word, we endeavor to inculcate all that the Holy 
_ Spirit has dictated upon this important point, as we happertto meet 
His instruction upon the sacred page. | 


2. Faith. As we teach upon the foregoing item, that where 
there is no law imposed, there can be no.actual sin charged, so un- 
der this head, we teach, that where there is. no testimony, there 


_ ean be no faith;—(and we. might well: add, that where there are | 


no facts, there can be no testimony )—that human test:mony upon 
earthly ‘subjects,can only produce human faith, while divine testi- 
mony upon all’ subjects produces divine ba oa that it is beyond 
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Elder Du-Val's Pamphiet. 179 


the power of the human mind to comprehend things more ~ be 
desired; or more to be feared, than the things described in the sa-_ 

cred record; that the christian faith embraces, and is limited to 
the things set forth; that it is derived -from this source by being 
read or heard ; that faith from any other source, or by other means, — 
is spurious and not saving ; that the Saviour and Holy Spirit justify 


this conclusion thus: ‘neither pray I for these alone; but for them 


also which shall believe on me through their word; “how then . 
shall they call on him in whom they have not ‘believed? and 
how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? and 
how shall they hear without'a preacher?’—‘So then; aith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of, God.’ ho hath be- 
lieved our report? Farther, that to believe swith the heart, or 
sincerely the things written by the evangelists and apostles, legit- 
imately, and very: uniformly ‘leads to a striking change in the 


views of the subject, and to an exercise of your third item. 


8. Repentance. Upon'this subject, we teach, that repentance 
towards God, is sorrow for having sinned against God; that God 
‘now commandeth all men every where to repent : because He hath 
appointed a day, in which he will judge the world in righteousness, _ 
by that man whom he hath ordamed;’ with many other warnings 
of the same’ sort, from the same source. Moreover, that repen- 
tance for having done. wrong is consummated or perfected, when it 
has wrought a reformation of life as its fruit. That one among — 
the numerous effects of repentance unto a reformation of life, is 
through faith a a and final surrender of the-creature to God, _ 
mentally, which surrender is frequently accompanied by strong 
emotions of gratitude, peace and joy, thus evincing that change — 
of heart, which we humbly conceive, answers to your idea of re- - 
generation. Which is, what we consider, the being under the — 
divine influence; impregnated by the word of God; in a word, to — 
realize the truth of what Paul says upon this subject, ‘that noman 
can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Spirit.’ You see. 
that we do not deny the existence, nor absolute necessity of the | 
existence of the thing, but only insist that you have not applied 
the term regeneration as the Holy Spirit applied it. ‘The heart 
must be changed, or the subject cannot be saved. But wishing to 
be as fully understood as practicable, under existing circumsian- 
ces, we will state that by the scriptures, we are led to teach, that 
‘the world cannot réceive the Spirt of truth; consequently, that: 
no special gift of the spiritcan be necessary: ‘to the production of 
faith; bat ‘as many as received Him, [Christ,] to them gave He 
power to become'the sons of God.’ That the ‘work of the spirit? - 
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spitit promised by Peter on the day of Pentecost. As some have 


inclined to be sarcastic upon‘us, a8 to this point, de 

of us‘how the spirit was received and recognized i in holy. bapti 

‘we would answer such, by reminding’them, that spiritual’ 

. Many of them, and particularly this one, are not susceptible of 

-_ geular demonstration, but, as in‘natural, so in spiritual things, when 
_ + We cannot find data by which to reason from cause to effect, we 


reasoti from effect to cause; and feel authorized to say, that as 
ceeny as are led by the spirit of God, they are the sons of God; . 


that by the fruit of the spirit, assurance is afforded to our own 


minds, and evidence to others, without which, neither ourselves 
possibly have reason to think, that the Holy Spi- 
rit has constituted us‘ its temple. If our brethren have been ta- 
voted with moré extraordinary manifestations of the Spirit, happy 
are‘ they, and more ‘happy should we be, could we but perceive 


them. But:let Paul settle this matter, while we honestly consider 


and apply his words. We_said by the effects, or fruit, we must 
learn whether we have ever received the spirit, or are now under 


- Hisinfluence. By contrast, deformity and beauty, error and truth, 


vice and: virtue, are rendered more striking. ‘Now,’ says the 
Apostle Paul, ‘the works of the flesh are manifest, which are 


these, adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
: witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulation, wrath, strife, be tly 


, envyings, murders,’ &c. - ‘But the fruit ‘of the spirit is 


LOVE, [please read the {3th ch., ist Cor., by way of. gp 
peace, 


long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 4 
e.” And lastly, upon this point, we are compelled to 


say, that if we have not the ‘spirit of Christ, we are none of his.’ 


, Bat to return to the first stage of the agency of the ety Spint, as 


preliminary to immersion: © | 

The present salvation of the sinner, the end of this stage of the 
work of the spirit we teach, is not yet to be considered accomplish- 
ed, unless we would venture to resist or grieve the spirit. We must 


not only believe, repent, reform, be grateful, happy, experience 
mcre, or less peace, or rejoice, ‘but be immersed into Christ, ‘for 


_ the remission of. sins,’ as God’s instituted means of rendering to 
- the obedient a full and gracious acquittal from the guilt and con- 


demnation resulting from all past disobedience, thus realizing what 


| the apostle Paul means: by “the washing of regeneration, and re- 


purr holy spirit.’ We teach that now. we may expect to 
enjoy the unutterable comfort of’ the promised spirit, Saree we 
walk by: faith, and not attempt vainly-to do so by sight; and 


without these great preliminaries we are not Sacdaeaneceneiaer 
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‘qualified to take part in the government and ordinances of God’s 

_ Thus brethren, have we briefly glanced at your enumeration 
_ of our crimes, down to ‘church government,’ the ‘christian min- 


istry,’ and ‘benevolent institutions.’ We reed add but few words 


here. It is our daty however to disabuse the public upon these as 
well as other matters. The government of the church of Christ, 
We conceive to be specified in the New Testament. We there 
find that all immersed believers who walk according to that rule 
_of faith and practice, are under the divine benediction; that for the 
more convenient aud suitable administration of the government of 
the body, two discriptions of officers or seryants are authorized, 
to wit: thuse called ‘servants,’ ‘elders,’ ‘bishops,’ or ‘ overseers,’ 

_ and deacons.’ All necessary rules and regulations are suitably 
. prepared or provided, and perfectly, according to the form of sound 


words, presented in this sacred book, admitting neither of altera-— 


tion nor amendment, subtraction nor addition. That any rule for 


any purpose whatever in the government of the church, to be ad- 


ded to:the church, though it be for its own exclusive use, is an in- 


_ fringement of the divine prerogative, and sinful. ‘The fact that. 
such rule is not comprised in the New Testament, proves it to be | 


a huinan addition, and stamps it with the most solemn and awful 
‘condemnation of the head of the church. The business of ‘a 


church in this. particular, seems to be, to learn the laws already 
Written, and to act, and require action 1n obedience thereto. We 


teach that a congregation of male christians ought never to be con- 


sidered - destitute,’ merely because none of its members are able 


to speak agreeably to the public; but on the contrary, that all 
such, are called to be ‘kings and priests’ to God, and should not 


fail, with the will of the body, to keep up the observance of the or- 


-dinances regularly. 


As to the ‘ministry,’ we would say, we would to Heaven that 


their number was increased—their morals were imprcved—their 
gifls were exaltec—their knowledge was more extensive—their 
zeal wes more burning—their labours were tothe ends of the: arth 
-—and their success in turning men to holiness, righteousness and 
peace, was a thousand fold increased! Yet more: we would have 


them paid for their trouble in dollars and cents according tothe — 


gospel, but more abundantly, in souls, for their hire. # Brethren of 
the ministry, think not that we do not wish you to work, or to be 


paid fer your work, or that we desire to thrust you from your pres- — 


ent elevated seats that we might become the miserable occupants: 
such are not wur feelings or design, in pursuing the course we do. 
But we perceived (or thought so) that you had taken higher seats. 
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(which you know is quite natural, in other words carnal, and ve- 
ry early in’the christian history was manifested as you will recol- 
lect in the case of the mother of Zebedee’s children, and among — 

others, bythe question, ‘who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

-Heaven?’) than the great master of ceremonies had designed, and 
assumed more of Divine authority than the credentials presented 
seemed to sustain. We fist doubted, then disbelieved, and lastly, 

_ opposed such pretensions. We have long felt the influence of your 
ill-will thus incurred. But what alternative was left? We found 
ourselves uncer the most imperious obligations to dissent from you, 
and impelled by motives not less weighty to proclaim that dissent. 

It is unnecessary to dwell here, and will only remark, that the in- 
terésts, the very hest interests of our fellow-creatures, forced us to 
oppose you in different particulars. While we have endéavouréd 
to lower you to the proper level of christianity, we have laboured 
earnestly to elevate our brethren at large, to a due sense of their 
rights, privileges and exalted calling, We trust, that if we have 
in doing thus, sinned, that we shall yet feel it, repent of it, reform 

and find forgiveness. by that confession which exhihits one of the 
most exalted features of the holy institution. pe 


- Upon the subject of the ‘benevolent institution,’ we shall say 

but very little. A largenumber of the public are already entire- 

_ ly informed. Some of us happen to be members of bible and tem- 

perance societies. all friendly to Sunday schools, and none opposed, 

as far as we can be convinced, toany object of pursuit set forth in 

the New Testament of our Lord and Saviour. Brethren, what 
more would you have us to say, or to be? ae 


_ SUPPLEMENT TO THE SACRED COLLOQUY. 


_ And the proof by which their truth is established is of the same 

*” origin, and character ; and without which they could not be believed. 
I will give some examples of the different ot jects which faith em- 

braces, of those things which have been, of those which now are, 

-and of those which are to come.—By faith we understand that the 

worlds were framed, or produced by the word, or command of God ; 

so that things which are seen were not made of things which do 
appear; God so loved the world that he'sent hisonly begotten son to 
‘redeemthe world, &c.. The present views of faith are such as 

the following :—Jesus Christ, the divine Saviour, in our nature 

- glorified, is exalted by the right hand of God, a Prince, anda Sa- 

- Viour to grant repentance, and remission of sins—that the govern- 
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‘nent i is on his shoulders, ‘and that the present heavens, fe earth, 
by the same Word who created them, are kept in store, or treas- 
‘ured up, being sig a: for fire against the day of judgment, and 
by of ungodly men. The future views of faith are, the 
ay of judgment, . appy immortality which will then be con- 
ferred on the righteous, and the destruction that will cover ungodly 
men, &c. 
-' Hope is the consequence of the eracious situation of the creaturé 
to whom by the revelations of God, good things are promised, and 
which are as necessarily seen by faith, as it is by faith we know 
that the worlds were made, that angels fell, that Immanuel died, 
&c. Were it only revealed to min that the blackness of darkness 
is reserved for him forever, being kept for fire againsta ‘day of 
destruction, it would be by faith that this dreadful end is seen: 
and as such a revelation contains no promise of good things, 
there could be no hope; consequently this faith (which embraces 
no proposition of grace, as the terms in which it was made con- 
tained none,) would be the faith of despair—it would be the faith of © 
-adevil—man would believe, and tremble.’ Faith is the evidence 
or confidence of things notseen. The word in the Greek, which 
stands for evidence, denotes a strict proof or demonstration, a 
proof which thoroughly convinces the understanding, and deter- 
mines the will. - The Apostle’s meaning is, that faith answers all 
the purposes of a demonstration, because being founded on the 
veracity, and power of God, these p2rfections are complete evi- 
- dence of the things which God declares have happened, or are to 
happen, however much they may be out of the ordinary course of 
nature, or contrary to it. Ihave observed that faith is the belief 
of supernatural or spiritual things, (which things themselves are 
revealed) by supernatural or diving testimony. Our Saviour said 
that he would not ‘receive the testimony of John, than whoma 
greater prophet had not been born of a woman; although John bear — 
- witness of the truth: there is another (that is, the Holy Ghost) that . 
‘beareth witness of me, and I know that the witness which he wit- | 
~ nesseth of me istrue. I have a greater witness than that of John; 
for the works which the Father hath given me to furnish the same 
‘works that I do, bear witness of me that the Father hath sent 
me. ‘The Father himself which hath sent me hath borne witness 
of me.? The nature, and character of the means of faith are 
implied i in the above exposition, and definition of faith itself. The — 
proposition believed is supernatural, and so is the. evidence ‘by 
which it is believed. Constructed. and circumstanced as the hu- 
man mind is, it cannot believe any thing true but by evidence— 
it must have either the evidence of the sense, or the testimony of 
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those who had sensible proof; sand, in my opinion, any person who 
professes to believe the christian religion true upon any other 
ciple, must often doubt its truth, and justly too. ‘The truth of what 
Christ taught depends upon the divinity of his and its character, 
and the belief of that depends upon divine testimony His lan- 
| is, if I had not done among them the works which none other 
‘man did, they had not had sin. John after having given a full 
_ history of the signs, and wonders which he wrought, tantamount 
to the exertion of the original creative power; consisting in the 
manifestations of ineffable glory; wisdom, and majesty; voices at 
different times, coming from heaven, proclaiming Jesus to be the 
Son of God; his healing the sick; giving eyes td the blind, and, in 
all things fulfilling, i in the most minute manner, the ancient pro- 
_ phecies concerning him; predicting future events, and their literal 
fulfilment; and especially i in his death and resurrection, none of 
which could have been done but by the Holy Ghost; I say, after 
describing all these things, John observes, ‘Many other signs truly 
did Jesus in the presence of his disciples which are not written in 
this book, but these are written that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God: and that believing, ye might have 
life through his name.’ -Paul says that Christ Jesus our Lord, 
which was made of the seed of David according to the flesh, was 
declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit 
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. _ He observes, in 
. - another place, (Acts 17. 30.) that, in the days of idolatrous i igno- 
-rance, God winked at, but now (since the advent of the sun of 
_ righteousness, the light of life) commandeth all men every where 
to repent: because he hath ap»ointed a day in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath or-— 
- dained, whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, or offered 
faith, in that he hath raised him from the dead. After the Saviour 
arose, and indeed before his death, he most solemnly elected the 


_» disciples to bear witness of him; promising t the Holy Ghost to tes- 


_") tify with them, that he was the Saviour o* the world; assuring 
them that the Holy Ghost should bring all the things to their re- 
membrance what soever he had told them, and teach them things 
to come, that he should take the things of Christ, and shew them 
unto them. Accordingly, in the first chapter of Acts, we find 
the inspired historian taking up the narrative from the time that 
Jesus Christ was taken up; and whom he says, after that, through 

» the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the Apostles whom 
he had chosen, to whom also he showed himself alive after his 
passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, 
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ling them not to depart from Jerusalem until they should receive — 
power from on high, which should be after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon them. ‘He said, ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth. And when he had spoken these things, 
‘while they beheld him, he was taken up, and a cloud received 
him out of sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward hea- 
ven, as lie went up, behold, two men stood by them in white appa- 
rel, which also said, ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up 
into heaven? This same Jesus which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go In- 
to heaven.’ Some days after, the Holy Ghost was poured out, as 
it had been promised in the prophecies of Joel, consisting in a noise 
like a rushing mighty wind, which filled all the house where the 
‘one hundred and twenty disciples were sitting, and there appeared 
unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon them, and 
they were filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with | 
other tongues as the spirit gave them utterance, by which the de- 
-vout Jews, who were from every nation under heaven, were ama- 


' zed, and in doubt, but Peter got up, and testified also, and told 


them that Jesus, God had raised up, whereof we are all witnesses; 
therefore, being by the right hand of God exalted, and having re- 
ceived of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath sent 
forth this which ye now see and hear; assuring them, by this tes- 
timony, that God hath made that same Jesus whom ye have cru- 
cified by Lord and Christ. On hearing this they were pricked to 
their heart, and asked what they should do? Peter, unto whom. 
was committed the keys of the kingdom of heaven, now opens the 
door of faith unto the Jews, (Acts xiv. 27.) and tells them to re- 
_ pent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, — 
_ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gifts of the Holy 
_ Ghost; for the .promise is unto you, and to your children, and 


those who were afar off. By all these facts—these signs and® 
_ wonders, which had been predicted, and the words of the Apos- 9 — 
tles, explanatory of them, the gifts of the Holy Ghost which were 


_ received by those who believed in Jesus Christ, which was accor- 
ding to his promise, ‘and those signs shati follow them that be- 
theve, &c., were the character and authority of Jesus Christ as- — 
certained, and established, and the truth of all that he said con- 
firmed, both of what was past, is present, and future; and it is by ~ 
the evidence of these things wrilten, (for they are not to be acted 
_ Over,) that we are to believe, as John says, that Jesus is the Christ 
* the Son of God, and, believing, have life in his name. = 

_ +. The faith of the Gospel is of the operations of God, but .not in 
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the way believed i in our or in wa which seems 
to have been supposed for many centuries past. operations 
which are contended for as pre-requisite to faith in this day, are 
unauthorised by Christ, and the Apostles, and have no place in the’ 
Gospel plan. ‘The operations of the Spirit, which produced faith 
in the Apostolic day, were addressed to the external senses,.and 
the’ mind through them, and explained by words—they were su- 
Bee and miraculous. 
The spiritual gifts were never promised to, neither were they 
ever bestowed upon, or reccived’by any discription of persons af- 
ter Christ’s ascension, except believers; who were made 96, not 
by the internal secret operations, but suchas I before expressed 
_ of an external, supernatural and miraculous kind. These, except 
on the day of Penticost, were wrought, at the instance of the A 
tles, in the name of Jesus Christ, consisting in healing the sick, 
raising the dead, &c. and explained by them in words in proof of 
_ their divine commission to; reach the Gospel, and to establish the 
fact, that Jesus Christ’ was the Son of God, and Redeemer of men, 


being exalted by the right hand of God, a prince, and a Saviour; _- 


and that the efficacy of this salvation was to be derived by faith 
in him. In ‘correspondence with. Christ’s promise, as soon as a 
person believed by the supernatural testimony of the spirit, the. 
_ gifts of the spirit were bestowed upon them, in confirmation of the 
divine truth of the propositions believed. And these things are 
This wi'l be my object hereafter to prove. : 

I must here entreat the christian reader to attend with care to 
the facts upon which I rely for the support and establishment of 
what I have alledged. . The proof which I shall adduce is divine, 

and supernatural, bécause it will be taken from’ the declarations, 
and promises of the’ Saviour himself, and their literal fulfilment | 
after his ascension. 

_« ‘The present investigation cannot be uninteresting to those whe 
#7 “have rejected christianity upon the account of a want of evidence, 
“7# or from having been told that antecedent operations are necessary. 
I claim the belief of those propositions which compose the chris- 
tian religion by the authortty of evidence, of divine, su 
evidence alone, addressed to the mind in intelligible terms, 
_ [have said that the mind is formed with a capacity for acqui- 
ring supernatural, and spiritual knowledge, but that, in order to 
such an acquirement,.nothing short of supernatural, and divine 
_ © revelation can do. - This, I must needs think, has beén abundant. 
in the sections of the preceeding chapter. 
now to that in the day, was 
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duced in the way before asserted, viz: by external manifestations 
in signs, and wonders, and words yscaarnag & and that the opera- 
tion of the Spirit, contended for in our day, formed no part of the 
Gospel plan ; and that the operations of the Spirit upon individuals 
in the form of gifts, and graces, were always subsequent to belief. 
Those who distinguish the operations of the Spirit, in the Apostolic 
day, from those which are supposed to exist in our day in a secret,. 
insensible form, by which regeneration, and faith are produced, 


and call the former miraculous, and the latter special operations. — 


__ Against this distinction 1 must here enter my protest, and not only 
deny the distinction as being untrue in fact, but assert (as it will be 
one of my objects to prove,) that every instance of true, genuine, 
christian faith, has been produced by the same means which were 
- employed in the Apostolic day, (that is, by miracles themselves, 


and precisely those which are recorded in the Bible,) since their — 


ministrations closed. 1 again repeat it, that every instance of true 
christian faith, since the Apostolic day, has been produced by the 
_ very means which were employed in the'r day, of which we have 

the record ; and that faith in Jesus Christ never was, never has been 
nor will it ever be, by any other than supernatural, and miracu- 
lous means; the reason is, that the proposition ‘that Jesus Christ is 
theSon of God and Saviour of the world, is supernatural. The 


evidence, as well as the principles of truth which are supported by - 


it since miracles ceased, and the cannon of scripture closed, are of 
record; they are, however, as supernatural when in writing, as 
they were when exhibited in real action, and declared by the imme- 
diate inspirations of the Holy Ghost. The divine, and superna- 
tural character of revealed truth, and the evidence by which it 
supports itself, are just as well preserved, and as demonstrable, and 
_ as well suited for divine, and supernatural instruction, though of 
record, as in the days of miracles. It was by words that mira- 
cles were, at any period of the Church, applicable to the establish- 


ment of divine truth—this arises out of the very nature, and ne- 9% » 
_ cessity of the human mind. Without words to explain, and apply 


miracles to the divine purposes for which they were wrought, they 
could excite no other mental feeling that that of amazement. In 
the record, the miracles, the supernatural matters of fact are detail- 
ed, as are the words which were dictated by the Holy Ghost, who 
alone knew the things of God,’and the designs and purposes for 
which they were wrought, by which their divine intention is ex- 


plained, and applied to the establishment of heavenly truth. These 


words, in the days of miracles, were the instruments of divine 


knowledge; by them supernatural ideas were communicated to 
men’s minds, and sensible miraculous manifestations were made to _ 
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 % cy over the foolish speculation of modern ‘Theologists. A new and better scene 
hy 4, Prot things is about to. be introduced among us, by the proclamation of the pure 


the senses in order to eétablish ‘them, or to arrest attention, and 
render the mind accessible to them. . These -words are the signs 
of the same ideas, they were near two thousand years ago, and 
sustain precisely the same divine character they then did; and the 
miracles are recorded for the*same purpose for which they were 
first wrought. ‘The word of God, when apprehended as the word 
of God, by its evidence, as effectually works now in those that 
believe i it as such, as it did in thé Thessalonian Church. 1. Thess. 
2.18. In order to this belief, the reader will readily discern the 
necessity of preserving the word of God, as necessarily, and intrin- 
sically supernatural, and divine ; and of exeluding entirely the idea 
,of natural religion, which I have endeavored to shew in the prece- 
oi “ding chapter, isan act of logical necessity—and also of silencing | 
every other voice under heaven in the communication of original 
_ ddeas upon spiriidal subjects, or things not seen, but the voice of 
God. { will now proceed to the illustration, and proof of what I 
have stated. to stick.close to the record, and to admit 
nothing in the investigation but what is supported by a ‘thus it is. 


To be continued. 


From the approved Brother. Scranton. > 


1833. 
‘Desi Scotty —May the grace oat Jesus Christ sustain you in advan- 
‘ing hiscause. We cannot contemplate a period like the present, without stad 
= much encouragement, and emotions of peculiar joy. Lis 
The trath of the Ancient Gospel is gaining ground; a triumphant anna 


‘and simple truth ‘as tt isin Jesus? We have found the truth to be in Jesus, 
that it is not in the monstrous productions of the founders of the modern sys- 
“tem, of speculative theology. | Let us all be determined to maintain in word and 
deed the truth ‘as it is in Jesus,? transcribed by the imspired penmen of the 
-New-Testament so far as the unclouded and unadulterated truth of the system 
of jaw, is taught and understood, it takes the command ofthe mind;—it exerts 
_ a practical influence over the heart and life—animates every faculty, determines 

every motion, and directs every action to its proper end, Its Progress is marked 
with the most salutaty effects. 

O, dear brother, let us continue to renew with hardihood, as you have ay 

she cause which must triumph, The truth thereof is mighty, it must prevail 
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that in heaven. 


prospect!—Oh if man would found his glory, and his honor, so 
his being, let him become a loyal subject of king Immanuel, in whose adminis- _ 


Correspondence. 
over all shies bi theory and practice. Let us be a to walk in the footsteps 
of our Divine master, seeking to save through the knowledge of the truth, them © 
who are lost, with our faces set with a fixed look of determination zion-ward, not 
endeavoring to lower down the moral standard of perfection, which is one with 


But let us endeavor to bring ourselves up quite to it, depend- 
ing upon the power of the word, and the effect of prayer—praying continually 


will be done on earth, as in heaven’—teaching a and 


eal science, contained in the new testament. 
Weare not already perfect, but if we follow after, in the use of rnd, which . 


heaven has appointed, we may be sure to obtain the desirable end—for God’s 


means are adopted to the end. in sans ile the soldiers of king a victory 


and final triumph are certaiti. 


In the gospel, as ina we not only see the man Chriet 
Jesus exalted a prince and Saviour, and his throne established in glory, butlike- 
wise our future selves in our high and eternal sean. walking high in salvation 
in the effulgentglory of the Son of God foreternity! — 

How animating, the sublime thought! How affecting and moving the unfading 
so as to agree with 


tration mercy and truth meet—righteousness and peace embrace in perfect har- 
mony.—* Behold what manner of love the father has bestowed on us..— Why 
dear brother, we see ourselves complete in the perfection of the Son of God.— 
‘We are complete in: him’—imimersed into his death—raised into his life, 
through faith i in the operation of God, who raised him from the dead—we who 
were’dead in tresspasses and sii—-Writhout God and hope in the world, are 
quickened together with him. Glory to the Divinity ! Tbe spirit of faith is: 
the feeling of immortality! 
and every feeling to the eternal world—with an immortal mind, faculties for 
intellectual and moral improvement and advancement, unmeasured as his eternal 
existence. 
ment of a reasonable mind.—O the native dignity of man! 

I have just returned from the healthy shore of upperCanada, wha two amy 
lic teachers, or proclaimers, recently avowed themisel ves on the side of ‘the-late 


reformation, have introduced the faith and obserrance of the ancient gospel 


faith of Jesus. 
In the region where I new Weide, the truth is striking deep its roots and bring 
ing forth fruits for the refreshment, encouragement and consolation of those who 


have cleared the ground, and planted, and for those who are watering—God — 
_ The field around is becoming white, | 


gives increase. Blessed be his name. 
ready for harvest ;—pray that the Lord may send von more laborers. into this 


of his field. 
Wa. A. Sopanron. 


What a foundation for glory is in man’s and. | 


The faith of the christian binds his ev ery faculty, ; 


* 


among the inbiahicansedeneperged more than fifty, within a few weeks, i into the *, 
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Streetsboro, J uly 1833. 

Scott Yeo eupeet to hear of the state of affairs with respect 

_ tothe good cause among Us joi have to. ) Say there is a much greater want ol zeal 
than of knowledge, though Ww are-ngt overstocked even with this, Some of our 
‘ablest.men talk of doingno more after the quarterly meeting, which takes 
» place i in Warren, Aug. 23. Ady however, Tam amy judge at all of these things, 


sane a can assure you, that with thé force: Ave possess, were it well directed, we might 
34 redeem the whole country ina. short time from the sectariauism, deism and 


worldlyism $o prevalent. But if we loose zeal it will be next to impossible to 
‘Teviye Matters again—far worse than when you commenced with the gospel ; for 
dead and wWordl y as we were then, the  novelty“itself of the gospel, and especially 
the reality of it, was calcylated to awaken every thing. But if we become as 
- dead as we were then, there is nothing new to arrest public attention with, and 
farther, there would in that case be a prejudice against the gospel that did not 
“at first exist againstit, viz: that having been tried it proved itself inadequate to 
the reformation of the world. No cause ever didy OF Willyor can prosper and pre- 
: vail without energetic-and wise leaders.’ The Saviour “and the apostles knew this, 
and therefore a intéd.overseers, and competent ones, in the churches. Incom- 
-_ petent ones are perha ps. worse than none, at least so my expe Mee decides, It 
_-Inust be at least a considerable time before such men can be obtained in most of 

fore the deficiency must be supplied by itinerancy, 
-* T would not, howeyer, have you think there is nothing doing. ‘The country 
% ‘just where | live and ff urther west, where brother Moss and I have been laboring 
for the year past, is by no means declining ; but it requires constant aud prudent 
rtion to keep things in any thing like good order. The churches in Aurora, 
Richfield Randolph, Brimfield and many other places are doing well. I saw 
brother Bentley and his feral J uly 4, they are well, and send their love to 43 

| influence where he lives. 

‘By letters from the state of New York, I learn that the reformation Nat ede 
an effectual beginning in the counties of Jennessee and,Onondaigua. In Cay- 
uga six or seven persons of the Calvinists, and free will Baptists, men of talents 
and reputation, of the first order in these denominations, have within a year, 
taken a manly stand. When we were there last all the brethren. (niany nf whom 
ad come off from the baptists,) were, I thought, rather prejudiced against itiner- 
ancy, but of late, I understand, they are resolutelydetermined to have the sin- 
onverted. A> number of churches are coming by halves and quarters, 
while others are beginning to awake. Numbers had,been immersed as they used 
_ to be in old times when we were there, but the prospect I learn is much brighter 
now. Indeed they have begun in the best manner, as the reformers are all, 
_ teachers and taught, persons of the first character for moral exeellence, insomuch 
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, his cause must, triumph—the war in his name began by himeelf i in rom = a 
happy aod honorable will that man shall have 


and valor forth trath.” 


Dear Brother Scott, It a not ref ~ 
1 that we deny the Holy Spirit i in the conversion of sinners ; butor late the ‘Evan: a 
7 gelist has been charged witha much more tremendous ‘heresyy namely : thatour —— 
it Lord Jesus Christ did not possess a holy Spirit-antil his immersion at Jordom, 
d Although I do not understand you to. teach, from Scripture any such.doctrine, oa 4 
0 yet certaim Regular Baptists in these parts ‘fin you do; and refuselall connex-. we 
r _ ion with such a person’s writings. A word or two on this subject for r tei kes, 
d | Wa. P, Reynoxps. 
iti is aN we: affirm that the word of Gpat 
irrespective of al} special Operations of the Holy Spirit; is adequate to the con-. 
t version of sinneéfs; but that we deny that Jesus had the HolySpirit before he 
f ‘was baptised in Norden, is false,. We only affirm that he received the Holyy. 

‘Spirit after his baptism. And we. do not hear ef him hay s received it before. a 
v that time. But was he asinner, or like unto a sinnet beforé he received the holy © 
g Spirit? No. He was all divinesin purity,—holy, harmless and unde 
t _ without sin, separate from sinners, The wretched partyism of the present day _ 
4 often seeks to apologise for its own, abominable disobedience to, and disbelief of, 
y Christs Words by affecting to admire and defend,hig divinity. Yea, it will try : 

to work out that we deny the divine nature of the Biessed Lord,: in Order to —_— 
) neutralise and render ineffectual the obedience of. the @isciples.who believe and * 
e keep the commandments of Jesus, “This was $ the way with the Jews who A | 
8 affected great reverence for God and called him their Father, while they were | 
8 * stoning his Son, our Jesus ‘Chiist; but well did the Saviour say of them 
" isis equally ru of many day. 
do ail you can to hima i in his for he is an | 

‘ 
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4, 

¥ 
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in Feligion,’he proved a faithful Sentinel ; he flinched not, amid the’battle’s storm 

sctilking cowards left the field of . reformation, or refused. to enter it: Seven 

‘he and I were.thi only advocates in this country, for the aiicient order 

ot nd ‘ilally among the first fo receive the Ancient Gospel incits purity 

ered 9 eck. ity © 

yor rospers but slowly h 
vances in knowlege aie purity; they 


Ro and like 
their armies. Our’ jichops are not suffiele at): 
t unhesitatingly declare that 
_imgstgo'down, Ithagbee 
toa certain point 
OF Ai, can answer thissqu jestion. have carried off the | 
Holy Spirit. Williams i is true as stee 
be ta apy point.’ Farewell M. 


on with Some, why otr reformation progresses 


1833. 


lege of Teachers, 1 
sity, on the second Monday of Se h a Jist 
Who will take part in the performances on ofgacion Ds. 
ou are doubtless aware, that the o of t natitution j 
faction, to elevate the character,of Teachers; improve thé methods an 
ins ‘ruction ; ; and. in shart,to place the science and the oir ei teachin 


ene nanies of G 


that that 


Your co-operati n icoportant work i a 


orby cormmunicati to us your writte 


ing us with ycur pF 
and also, hy exercisingyam 
your immediate neigh! orhood en 
Being, public attention 19 this sub 


either by favour- 


alonsly, whatever | 
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Professor M’ Cuff ey, Oxford, O. 


imteliectual and nwra! im proverhent.” 
T. J. Matthews, E-q. incinna ‘The ni 
sitiés which 13 best adapted to the presen ie of st 4 
Esq. Cin. The study 
Walk Esq. Cin. The objects of ime 
Bradford. Esq. Cin, The kind of Education 
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Drake, ‘Clb. ‘ Physical Education.’ 
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urches make but little ad- 
egi neglect his 

él. of old; they. in loc go forth with 
} Thave:visited all the 

bless we reform we 


Acco sisi this, you wil give a statement of -om Ee of the promiment, 
not all the exercises wh ard du fig the sitting of the 
eir an 


ippeeting, which will be in this 
Ww 


al high.giound which seems to be required by the idereasing wants and extended lights of 


jin aid of our 


nce Of of the Bible on 
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He who knows why Israel fled before the man 
st of my arguments 
the good cause, 


, by unity and concert ‘ 
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ightening and directing public jedginent, awa- 
ut is sat nd diffusing informaticn of the aim and results 
labors, as they may, from Aime to time, be commugicated to you. 
ration of Morals, ip connexion with the 
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and Univer- 
fucation.’ 
jpted to the 
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than is usu- 
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